sistently with the honourable reputation of Mr. Lawrence and Mr. Stanley, be suffered to rest here.
With many apologies for the length of this communication, which nothing but a deep sense of the importance of having the charter, such as it is, fairly and honestly administered, so as best to promote the interests and welfare of the profession at large, could have wrought upon me to write, I am, Sir, yours, &c. DETUR DiGNIORI. August 19, 1844. A CHEMIST'S OPINION ON MEDICAL REFORM.
To the Editor of THE LANCET. SIR,&mdash;Within four hundred yards of my residence there are nine chemists' shops, six of which are kept by medical men; one, a physician, who has a transparency in his window, stating that advice is given to the poor every morning, and the medicines dispensed at the usual chemists' prices. Can it be wondered at if these three chemists, under these circumstances, use every means to prescribe and visit, sub rosa, as much as possible, however opposed upon principle they may be to such a course-they say, it is tit for tat. They would hail with satisfaction a law which put an end to such irregularities. My proposal would be, prohibit medical men from vending drugs, and the chemists from visiting patients under any circumstances, sending them both to gaol in cases of infringement of the law. Let the profession bring forward such a bill, and, I venture to say, the chemists, as a body, will assist them in carrying it into a law.. , , I am, your obedient servant, ONE OF THE NINE. THE CYCLOP&AElig;DIA OF PRACTICAL SURGERY.
To the Editor of THE LANCET. SIR,&mdash;The conditions printed on the cover of " The Cyclopaedia of Practical Surgery," edited by Wm. B. Costello, M.D., state that the publishers engage for the regular appearance of the work in London, Edinburgh, and Dublin, on the first day of every alternate month." No. 1 was issued in April, 1837, and No. 12, with the article Gastro-hysterotomy half finished, in January, 1843. Perhaps Dr. Costello will be kind enough to furnish his subscribers with a little information respecting the causes of such delay, and when the next part is to be forthcoming. By inserting this note in an early number, you will greatly oblige, A SUBSCRIBER TO THE LANCET. Brighton, Sept. 30th, 1844.
MEETING OF THE MEDICAL PROFESSION AT GLOUCESTER
To the Editor of THE LANCET. SIR,&mdash;As a member of the GioucestershireglbTedical Association, and one of those who attended the meeting, I wish to enter my protest against the first resotution that was passed. It is true, it was carried, but by a very trifling majority, and I feel assured such would not have been the case had the usual course been observed of allowing those present to have expressed their sentiments, unbiassed by any opinion from the chairman, who, on this occasion, opened the proceedings with a vcry lengthy speech, in which he attempted to prove That Sir James Graham's bill is a great boon to the profession ; nous verrons." I am, sir, yours, &c. are now in progress at this hospital, which when completed will add much to its utility as a charitable institution, whilst the comfort of the inmates will be materially enhanced, means being had recourse to to provide them with additional religious instruction, and with employment suited to their abilities. The works, which are from the design, and are being executed under the direction, of Mr. Smirke, architect, consist of two new wings, containing wards for convalescent patients, a new chapel, and a range of workshops. The wings are about 80 feet long, and comprise 12 rooms for male, and the like number for female patients, in which they are to be employed variously, according to the nature and circumstances of their cases. The chapel, which was rendered necessary by the increase in the number of patients, is in the centre of the building over the portico, and is to be surmounted by a new dome, now in course of erection. This dome will be about 150 feet high, and on its summit will be an octagonal cupola terminating in a copper vane. The workshops form a quadrangle of considerable extent, and comprise nine large rooms, all en suite, varying in size from about 21 feet square to 35 feet square; they will consist of shops, where the patients can be employed under proper masters in the trades of plumbing, painting, masonry, &c.
It is in contemplation to erect a similar range of workshops connected with the criminal wing, which is under the control of the secretary of state. The dome already referred to will be by far the largest structure of the kind in England, with the exception of St. Paul's; it is built of Portland-stone and brick, covered with copper. The place is octagonal, and consists of an order of Corinthian pilasters, coupled with a range of windows between them, forming the clerestory of the chapel; and over the entablature are ornamental lunettes, by which the ventilation of the chapel is effected. (Times.) TowER HAMLETS MEDICAL MEETING.&mdash;We are glad to hear that a general meeting of the medical practitioners of the Tower Hamlets is announced for Tuesday, the 15th of October. Although rather late in the field, we are persuaded that our medical brethren in this part of London will prove themselves zealous and energetic opponents of the quacks' bill. MEETING OF THE PROFESSION IN HULL.-At a meeting of the provisional committee deputed to arrange a general meeting of the medical men of this district, to consider the provisions of Sir James Graham's bill, Dr. Alderson, F.R.S., in the chair, it was resolved to convene such meeting to be held at the Hull General Infirmary, on Tuesday, Oct. 22, at two P.M.
A public meeting of the medical practitioners in Hertfordshire who disapprove of Sir James Graham's Medical Reform Bill, is to be held in the Shire Hall, Hertford, on Friday, October 18th, at three o'clock, P.M., to petition both houses of parliament against that measure.
MORTALITY TABLE.
The deaths in the metropolis for the week ending September 28, were 932; for the week ending October 5th, 961. The weekly average of the last five years is 946. of the last five winters 1009.
